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BIOGRAPHY
Raised in Chopwell in North East England, David attended St 
Bede’s school in Lanchester and holds a degree in Physics 
from the University of Newcastle upon Tyne and an MBA 
from the same institution. 
Having initially “dabbled” with a career in science David 
subsequently spent most of his working life in commerce 
where he was a Director of a leading independent motor 
retailer. 
Ordained deacon in 2011 David finished work in 2016 and is 
now able to devote more of his time to his diaconal ministry 
in his home parish of St Elizabeth’s, Minsteracres where he is 
also a member of the retreat team. 
David is married and has lived with his wife and daughter in 
Stocksfield for over 20 years.

GALILEE TALKS SUBJECT
The Deacon in the Church – Past, Present and Future?
In this talk David will explore how the role of the Deacon in the Church has changed and evolved over 
the last the last two millennia. How following its Apostolic foundation as a ministry of service the 
unique and distinct role of the deacon within the Church had by the middle ages all but disappeared 
but was subsequently restored by the Second Vatican Council. 
But what of deacons in the future? -  with a threefold calling to the word, altar and charity there is 
scope for deacons to witness to their ministry in a huge number of ways and David will conclude by 
sharing some of his thoughts on what this might mean to the Church of the 21st Century.

THE VENUE
The Galilee Talks take place at Saint Mary’s Catholic Church, Hexham in the Parish Centre. The talk 
starts at 11am with light refreshments served from 10:30. The talk lasts roughly 45 minutes with 15 
minutes dedicated to Q&A. The talks are free to everyone with a retiring collection to support the 
series.
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